Garden and nature corner

Spring into action in Term 4 and have students
plant summer veggies, herbs and fruits. Tie this
in with Recycle Right Week and get students to
collect and reuse plastic bottles, containers,
egg cartons and coffee cups to raise seedlings
in.

This term we include:

Spring/ summer planting guides
Seed saving tips

Propagating plants from food scraps
Being water wise

Caring for your school garden over the
holiday period

e Take part in the Schools Recycle Right challenge and encourage your students to
collect or keep plastic containers, bottles, recycled pots, and egg cartons for
planting. Make some drainage holes in the bottom, fill with seed raising mix and
plant seeds, cuttings or seedlings. Cardboard tubes can be folded in at one end to
close and filled with soil. When the seedling is big enough, the whole tube can be
planted in the ground or in a pot. See Recycled Container Gardening with Kids |
Inspiration Laboratories.

e See Rainbow region planting calendar for more information on what to plant this
spring/ summer. Consider container planting so plants can be taken home over the
holidays or plant seedlings for a quicker harvest.

e Teach students how to save and store seeds from vegetables such as cucumber,
capsicum and tomatoes. See seed saving for beginners and Kids gardening seed

saving chart.

e Show students how to regrow fruit and vegetables from scraps. See Propagating
from fruit and vegetable scraps.

e To care for your school garden during holidays

- Establish a watering schedule with drip irrigation or automatic timers.
See Junior Landcare’s being water wise learning activity and tips for gardening in
the subtropics

- Use mulch to conserve moisture and suppress weeds

- Plant low-maintenance, fast-growing crops that require minimal care during the
break.

- Coordinate volunteer parents, teachers, or students to assist with caring for the

garden. If there is a vacation care program running at your school, ask them if
they can assist.
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